
Hello JDAL Families! 
 
We've had a great start to the year! We've been impressed with our students' willingness to 
step out of their comfort zones and are excited about their readiness to dive into learning.  
 
JDAL Student/Family Handbook 
I've attached our school handbook which can be accessed at any time via this google folder. 
Please peruse through it and let us know if you have any questions.  
 JDAL Student/Family Handbook 

In the "Parent" folder of the Handbook you will find information about Scrip. Although we do 
not require families to participate, it is a great way to raise money for the school and your child. 
I recently ordered for the first time and the entire process took about 5 minutes. If you sign up 
for PrestoPay, you will be prompted to call in to Customer Service to verify your banking 
account, and then you'll be set to order cards, reload the cards, and purchase at stores using 
their app. Very easy and user friendly.  
 
"The Sound of Music" 
Ms. Lindsay would like to organize a community experience to attend "The Sound of Music" at 
the Performing Arts Center in Appleton. The scheduled date is for Wednesday, December 14. 
The show begins at 7:30pm. Tickets will cost $75.00 per student, and we hope to have parents, 
staff, and/or students transport. If you think your son/daughter would be interested in 
attending, please let us know. We are trying to get a head count. Also, if you would like to 
donate an amount of money to be put towards another student's ticket for attending, please 
let me know.  
 
"Sully" 
Thursday, October 6, 2016, the staff and students of JDAL will be attending a special viewing of 
the movie “Sully” at the Green Bay East Marcus Cinemas.  On January 15th, 2009, the world 
witnessed the "Miracle on the Hudson" when Captain, Chesley Sullenberger, nicknamed "Sully" 
made an un-powered crash landing on the Hudson River in New York after the plane's engines 
were hit by a flock of geese, saving the lives of all 155 aboard. However, even as Sully was being 
heralded by the public and the media for his unprecedented feat of aviation skill, an 
investigation was unfolding that threatened to destroy his reputation and his career. The 
character of Cesley Sullenberger is portrayed by Tom Hanks.  The movie is based on an 
adapation of the book, “Highest Duty: My Search for What Really Matters” by Sullenberger and 
his co-pilot Jeff Zaslow.  Clint Eastwood did the adaptation of the book and directed the 
movie.  The cost to students will be $5.  Students can purchase concessions at the theater at 
an additional cost. 
 
 
 

Cell phone use 
This weekend I was having a conversation with my daughter, niece, sister and brother-in-law 
about how the first couple days of school went last week. My niece is in 6th grade and my 

https://docs.google.com/a/gbaps.org/folderview?id=0By-lijrzrpgnYndkcjhPcnBlUlE&usp=drive_web


daughter is in 5th. They complained about the amount of time they had to spend listening to 
their teachers go on and on about the schools' cell phone and personal device policies. They all 
turned to me and asked, "Why don't schools just say no cell phones during class time?" My 
response was honest and included the number of conversations we've had with students and 
parents about cell phone use and the amount of time we spend trying to police cell phone and 
personal device use instead of using the time to support our students' learning.  
 
We strongly believe cell phone and personal device use cuts into our students' productivity. 
Whether they are perusing facebook, instagram, snap-chatting, texting, or looking for music, 
they are consistently checking their phones or getting off task on their tablets/laptops. Not only 
does it disrupt work time, it also can add negativity to the social climate of our school.  
 
Therefore we are re-enforcing our school and district policy that states no cell phone use during 
instructional time. For us, this means anytime outside of breaks or lunch, cell phones should be 
put away in their lockers, purses, bags, or file cabinets. If they would like to listen to music, we 
request they download their library on a flash drive and then upload it to their ProBooks. IPods 
are included in this policy. In addition, we are also asking students to withhold from using their 
personal tablets and laptops until we can get them going on their projects and feeling 
comfortable with managing their time. We have ProBooks for every student.  
 
If you have a question or concern, please let us know. We are really hoping we have our 
parents' full support with this policy so we can ensure our students have the most favorable 
learning environment possible.  
 
Have a fantastic evening! 
 
Ms. Molly 
 
Molly O'Neill 
Lead--John Dewey Academy of Learning 
Coordinator of Charter Schools--GBAPS 
920-609-8433, ext 45801 
jdal.gbaps.org 
 

tel:920-609-8433
http://jdal.gbaps.org/

